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Doak, Ivy Grace, M.A., May 1983 Anthropology
The 1908 Okanagan Word Lists of James Teit (128)
Director: Dr. Anthony Mattina
This study presents James Teit's "Vocabulary in Okanagan and 
Related Dialects" in a convenient format which allows comparison of 
the 1908 material to modern forms. Teit ' s materials are held in the 
Boas Collection of the American Philosophical Society Library and 
contain data from the Lake, Okanagan, Sanpoil and Colville dialects 
of the Interior Salish Okanagan language.
Background information on James Teit, his informants, and the 
Okanagan tribes are presented with a description of the layout and 
condition of Teit’s manuscripts. A  discussion of Teit's 
orthography precedes the vocabulary lists. These lists have been 
reproduced as carefully and accurately as possible, changes being 
made only to accommodate printing with modern equipment. Modern 
Colville forms accompany Teit's data. Notes on specific entries 
follow the lists. A map of the dialect areas and an English index 
to Teit's vocabularies are provided for reference.
Teit's recordings demonstrate several sound changes in progress 
in 1908. These include an a-i shift, and alternations between 1 
and r and between 1 and n . Evidence is also provided for the 
presence of a pharyngeal in a 1908 form which is realized as a 
darkened vowel in recordings of modern Shuswap cognates.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
Acknowledgements
Support for this research was provided by a Phillips Fund Grant 
from the American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia (1980); a 
Melville and Elizabeth Jacobs Research Fund Grant from the Whatcom 
Museum, Bellingham, WA (1981); and the University of Montana Colville 
Dictionary Project, funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities 
and the National Science Foundation (1980).
I would like to thank the people of the Colville Reservation who 
so willingly gave their time to me in language instruction. Special 
thanks are due to Dora DeSautel, from whom I first heard this language; 
to Albert and Susan Louie, whose interest in my work was so 
encouraging; and to Louis and Cecelia Pichette.
To my committee chairman, Anthony Mattina, I extend my most 
sincere thanks. Professor Mattina encouraged my research through all 
its stages, introduced me to his native consultants and provided many 
other necessary resources for completing this project.
I would also like to thank the other members of my committee, 
Timothy Mont1er, Anthony Beltramo, and Carling Malouf. I am 
particularly grateful to Mr. Montler, who provided the programs 
necessary to work with linguistic data and gave me patient instruction 
in the use of the computer. I appreciate Professor Beltramo's prompt, 
careful readings of my drafts, and thank him for his very encouraging 
comments.
Further thanks go to William Hay, who provided the map on very 
short notice.
Ill
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
TABLE OF CONTENTS
Abstract .......................................................... ii
Acknowledgements.........................................   iii
0. Introduction .................................................  1
1. James T e i t ..................................................... 3
2. On the L i s t s ................................................... 5
3. The I n f o r m a n t s .................................................8
4. The Okanagan Tribes .   10
Map of Okanagan Dialect Areas .................................. 17
5. Teit's Orthography ........................................  19
5.1 The C o n s o n a n t s ....................   20
5.2 The V o w e l s .......................................... 33
6 . Teit ' s Voc a b u l a r i e s .......................................... 41
7. Commentary on the L i s t s ..................................... 94
8. Observations and Prospects ...............................  106
Footnotes ................................... Ill
English Index ................................................... 117
References Cited ................................................  125
IV
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
o. Introduction
In discussing "Philological Approaches to the Study of North 
American Indian Languages: Documents and Documentation" (1973), Ives 
Goddard describes two branches of philology. The first is concerned 
with information about cultures provided indirectly from linguistic 
documents. The second "subjects records to examination and 
interpretation in order to gain information about the languages in 
which these records are cast" (1973:727). This study lies within this 
second branch, of philology.
When I first discovered Teit's "Vocabulary in Okanagan* and 
Related Dialects," in the Boas Collection of the American Philosophical 
Society, several questions came to mind. Which dialects did Teit 
record, and what distinctions between the dialects were apparent in his 
records? Are those dialect distinctions still audible? And further; 
have there been any major (or minor) changes in the Okanagan vocabulary 
or sound system during the past seventy-five years? Goddard suggests 
additional questions that arise initially and should be answered in a 
philological study of early documents: "What kind of linguistic 
information is in them? How can it be gotten out of them? and What use 
can be made of it?" (1973:729),
My first aim in working with Teit's material has been to 
describe his records as fully and accurately as possible, I have 
included for comparison modern transcriptions of the forms Teit 
recorded. Though I have had to modify some of Teit's symbols to make 
printing with modern equipment practicable, none of the changes I have 
made alter the information the original lists provide, A discussion of
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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Teit's orthography precedes the lists, and each change is described in 
the appropriate place in the text.
The task of describing any dialect differences Teit recorded 
has been my second aim. Teit's orthography is not based on "one sound: 
one symbol," but seems to develop into a display of allophonic minutiae 
in his later records. This, the irregular use of specific graphemes, 
and Teit's inevitable elicitation of alternate forms rather than 
dialectally significant terms has made cross dialect comparisons of the 
1908 material difficult.
My third aim has been to present any differences that show up 
in a comparison of Teit's collection with forms collected recently.
This has allowed me an interesting view on language change, and has 
pointed to a few minor developments in the Okanagan dialects during the 
past 75 years. Goddard's suggestion that "even rather poor recordings 
can sometimes provide information" (1973:734) is easily supported by 
the perspective Teit's work has allowed.
The format of this paper is based on these three goals. 
Background information on James Teit, his informants, and the Okanagan 
tribes is presented with a description of the layout and condition of 
Teit's manuscripts. After a description of Teit's orthography, his 
vocabularies are listed along with modern transcriptions. Notes on 
specific entries in Teit's records follow the lists. Finally, there is 
a discussion of specific forms in comparison to modern recordings and 
cognates.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
1. James Teit was born James Alexander Tait on 15 April 1064, a
native of the Shetland Islands of Scotland ( Bunyan 1981:21). At the 
request of his mother's brother, Teit renounced his birthright as 
eldest son of a successful grocer and left Scotland. He sailed to join 
his uncle John Murray in British Columbia as apprentice and heir at the 
age of nineteen <Howes and Lean 1979:1).
Intrigued by his supposed Norse roots, James changed the 
spelling of his surname from 'Tait' to the presumably more Nordic 
'Teit' upon his arrival in Canada (Bunyan 1981:21).
After some work with other Shetlanders in Nanaimo, B.C. and 
elsewhere, Teit settled in with his uncle, who was a store owner and 
fruit farmer at Spences Bridge. Murray was known to be "interested 
mainly in , . . trading with the Indians" (Howes and Lean 1979:4).
Spences Bridge was located near a Thompson Indian village, allowing 
Teit to pursue his own interest in the native culture. In time, he 
became "thoroughly conversant" in the language and customs of the 
Thompson Indians (Boas 1924:102).
Shortly after his first marriage to a Thompson Indian woman, 
Tert met Franz Boas. Boas was directed to Teit through a mutual 
acquaintance during his travels through British Columbia. Boas wrote 
to his wife in 1894, exclaiming that, "the young man, James Teit, is a 
treasure! He knows a great deal about the tribes. I engaged him right 
away" (WLckwire 1979:5). Boas asserts that their joint labors extended 
from their first meeting* until the time of Teit's death in 1922 
( 1924;102 ).
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With Boas' encouragement, Teit began to compile his knowledge 
of the activities, customs, language and beliefs of the Thompson 
Indians. Boas notes that "the great value of Teit's contributions to 
ethnology is due to his painstaking accuracy,» his intimate 
acquaintance with the Indians, and his ability to converse with them in 
their own tongue" (Boas 1924:102). Teit is reputed to have spoken 
"fluently the Thompson language, and conversed easily with the Shuswap 
and also with the Lillooet" (Boas 1924:102). Boas credits Teit for 
"practically our whole knowledge of the material culture, social 
organization, customs, beliefs and tales of the Salish tribes of the 
Interior of British Columbia," and adds that, "his collections are 
almost the only ones that give us a picture of the life of the Indians" 
of the Plateau region (1924:102).
Teit's ethnographies and articles are written in a style 
inviting to the lay reader, described as "succinct and sure" (Bunyan 
1981:21) "characterized by abundant detail and thoroughness," and as 
"largely factual and little concerned with hypothesis or theory" (Banks 
1978:142). At the time of his death, his published works included 
three ethnographies compiled for the Jesup North Pacific Expediton: The 
Tliompson Indians of British Columbia. The Shuswap, and The Lillooet; 
and six articles addressing traditions or recalling tales of the 
Interior Salishan and Plains Cree tribes (Boas 1924:103). Many of his 
notes have been incorporated into later works compiled by Boas such as 
"The Okanagan," "Coiled Basketry in British Columbia and Surrounding 
Region," and "Sound Shifts in Okanagan and Related Dialects."
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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In 1902 and the following years, Teit worked as a guide for a 
number of gentlemen hunters, among them Mr. Homer E. Sargent of 
Pasadena, CA, whose interest in the Indians was stimulated through his 
experience with Teit. Mr. Sargent encouraged Teit to carry through a 
very extended study of the distribution of the dialects of the Salish 
language by providing the funds necessary to conduct this research 
(Boas 1924:102). In 1904, 1908 and 1909, Teit travelled over British 
Columbia, Washington and Montana to study the distribution of the 
Interior dialects, and the general movements of the the tribes (Banks 
1978:233). The materials he collected in 1908 on the Okanagan dialects 
are the subject matter of this thesis.
2. The vocabulary lists currently held by the American
Philosophical Society Library Boas Collection and titled "Vocabulary in
Okanagan and Related Dialects" actually include data from three
Interior Salishan languages: Okanagan, Kalispel and Columbia. Only the
four Okanagan dialects included in Teit's list will be discussed. The
collection is described as follows :
Besides Okanagan proper, [the list) includes forms 
from Nkaus,* Sans Poil, Colville and Lake dialects, 
with some parallel forms in Kalispel and Columbia 
(Teit 1908).
The lists are handwritten and in three separate sections. The 
Okanagan data appear in the first section of seven pages. The Lake and 
Kalispel data are included in the second section; the Columbia, Sanpoil 
and Colville data comprise the third section. Sections two and three 
are each sixteen pages.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
2.1 Okanagan
The first two pages of this seven page section are standard 
size (8,5 X 11) and are double-columned with lists of corresponding 
English and Okanagan forms. There are additional forms in the margins. 
Nearly every English entry has a backslash running through it, perhaps 
to mark that it had been transferred elsewhere (see Lake section 
below). The remaining pages are legal size (8.5 x 14), Page three 
contains Lake, Sanpoil and Columbia terms for tools, plants, canoes and 
canoe parts. Page four is double-columned, titled *Okan'. and lists a 
variety of terms, English entries are ticked, with a diagonal 
preceding the word rather than running through it. Some notes and 
additional forms are circled in the margins. Pages five through seven 
are single-columned, with some English forms ticked, and some circled 
margin notes.
The final page concludes with a list titled 'Fraser names', 
including place names presumably from the Fraser River valley. (See 
7,1).
2.2 Lake and Kalispel
The three columns on these sixteen pages (8-24) are titled only 
on the first leaf, 'English' and 'Lake' head the first two columns. 
'Kalispel' is written above a crossed-out 'Pend d'Oreille' at the top 
of column three. A note at the top of this first page states that 
these lists have been "copied to send to telegraph." The following 
pages appear in three columns like the first, but without titles. 
Englisli forms are much clearer than thejSalish, and are not ticked.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
except for a few entries on the final page of this section. Every 
fourth page is numbered (1, 5, etc.).
2.3 Columbia, San Poil and Colville
The three Salishan columns on these pages (25—39) are also only 
titled on the first leaf. The first column, containing the English 
gloss, is not titled. '.nkaausy^*, 'San Poil £ Nespelem’, and 
'Colville * head the Salish columns. Some of the entries have been 
grouped and numbered (1, 2 or 3) in the margins, and some have been 
ticked. There are many margin notes, some of which are circled, on 
the twenty-ninth page, the Colville entries begin to appear as ditto 
marks; these marks become more and more common as the list continues.







These do not appear to be either English (except for the last) or 
Salish.
2.4 In the Lake and San Poil lists, the English entries are written 
in a neater hand and perhaps with a finer pen than the Salish entries. 
This may indicate that Teit prepared the English lists before recording 
the Salish forms. If the lists were compiled from field notes, the 
consistency in the handwriting throughout the lists would be explained.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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All the lists are in the same handwriting, presumably Teit's own.
The second (Lake) and third (Sanpoil) parts of the lists 
comprise sections covering similar topics, such as kin terms, animal 
names, hunting and household tools, etc. The Okanagan list is briefer 
and not as well organized, which may indicate that it was recorded at 
an earlier date.s
Drawing inferences on the manner of collection and recording 
of the lists might have been easier and more accurate had I been able 
to view the original lists. The microfilmed and phototcopied prints 
that are available for study do offer much information, though it is
impossible to tell even from the best reproduction whether the lists
were all written at the same time, if they were written in the same ink
and with the same pen, or if the interviews were conducted with more
than one informant present.
3. The Informants
Teit was reluctant to provide much personal information about
his native American informants in the majority of his publications. In
several papers he does give direct reference to specific persons, as in
the following examples;
The following genealogy was collected . . . from Chief 
Alexander Chelahitsa and several other Indian 
informants (1930:263).
I obtained the following information from Michel 
Revais (1929:105).
. . . his Shuswap informant, Sixi?lexlen, told him 
(1909:621 ).
I collected the following information . . . from the
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
late Mr. McCrossan (1929:104).
I obtained a little information from Peter Kalama 
(1929:89)
Some of these informants Teit describes in more detail:
I met the late Mr. McCrossan first on the Colville 
Reservation in 1908, when he was farmer and subagent 
at Nespelim under Captain Webster. I am obliged to 
him for helping me locate the best Indian informants 
among the Sanpoil and Columbia and for other 
courtesies (1929:104, note 36).
Unfortunately, Teit does not divulge the neûmes of 'the best' 
informants. One of them was perhaps Michel Revais, whom Teit describes 
as :
. . . an official interpreter at Jocko . . . Michel 
was . . . half Kalispel, one—quarter French, 
one-eighth Pend d'Oreille (with a dash of Tuna'xe), 
and one—eighth Flathead. He spoke French, English,
Chinook jargon, sign language, Flathead, Okanagon and 
Columbia . . . (1929:105, note 39).
On occasion, Teit gives indirect reference to specific informants, but
for the most part his references are vague.
Only one of the lists included in the "Vocabulary in Okanagan
and Related Dialects" acknowledges a specific informant. At the top of
page twenty— five, the first non-English column is headed:
.nkaausyg dialect
from kwGGtsa (Black skin)
The dialect name refers to the Columbia dialect adjacent to the
Sanpoil. Teit points out in "The Middle Columbia Salish" (1929) that:
The Columbia . . . are called by the following names 
by the neighboring Indian tribes:






"Lake , s . nqeéus
The name, Black skin, is all the information Teit provides on the 
Columbia informant.*
Teit provided an area labeled 'name' at the top of his Sanpoil 
and Nespelem list, but did not provide the name of his informant. None 
of the other lists in this collection give any indication of the 
identity of the informant. This lack of specific data on the informant 
may indicate that these lists are compilations of data collected from 
more than one speaker,
4,0 The Okanagan Tribes
Collectively, the Okanagan tribes call themselves (variations 
of the term) NselixtCEn [nsilxcin],? meaning "Salish-speaking". Teit 
suggests that the Colville used this term for "all the Salishan 
languages of the interior, including Coeur d'Alene, Shuswap and 
nTompson" (1930:203). The Sanpoil were more restrictive with the term 
according to Ray, who notes that the word was applied only to speakers 
of the following dialects: Sanpoil; Nespelem; sineqaiétk" [senq?itk"] 
(Lower Okanagan); Lakes; sinakalt [sanqilt] (Lower Spokan); Colville 
( 1932:10 ).
When speaking of the Okanagan tribes, Teit refers to the 
Okanagan, Sanpoil, Colville and Lake tribes only (1930:198). He gives 
the following as the tribes’ names for themselves:
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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1. Okanâqên, Okanâqênix, or Okinâqén. [uknaqin]
2. snpoil, or snpoîlix, SnpoallExxx. [sanpfwlix*]
3. SxoiéLpix, or SxuiéyLpix, SxweiLpEX. [sy*?ilpx]
4. SnaitcEkst, SnraltCEkstEX, Snâi.tcEkstEX, [san?ickstx]
Descriptions of each of these four Okanagan tribes follow, 
including Teit's explanation of the name of the group and various 
authors' descriptions of the territory each group occupied.
4.1 Okanagan
Teit understood the name Okanâqên to be derived from the place 
name of an area along the Okanagan River near Okanagan Falls, or near 
the mouth of the Similkameen River. The etymology remains obscure,
Iwith -qin 'head' the only identifyable morpheme. Teit proposes that 
the name refers to some physical feature of the landscape.
The various descriptions of the Okanagan territory are fairly 
consistent. Curtis (1911:65) describes the Okanagan as occupying the 
area "on both sides of the Okanagan [river] from its confluence with 
the Columbia to its source north of the Canadian boundary." He also 
points out that "the Okanagan were only one of several bands residing 
along this stream, but because of its numerical strength, its name was 
used to designate the entire group."
Teit situates the Okanagan in a broader area. In "Indian 
Tribes of the Interior,” he puts them "along the Okanagan Lake and 
River, from the head southwards, in parts of the Kettle and Similkameen 
valleys and in a portion of the upper Nicola valley near Douglas Lake." 
(1914:284).
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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Spier had the Okanagan territory comprising the "drainage
system of the Okanagon River and the Upper Methow River . . , from
Okanagon Lake and hhe Similkameen valley in British Columbia southward
to the mouth of the Methow" (1938:3). He separates the Okanagan into
two groups, the Northern and the Southern Okanagan. Acording to Spier,
members of the southern group refer to themselves as the Sinkaiétk and
are composed of four bands: Tukaratum, Kartar, Konkonelp, and Tonasket
(1936:10). Raufer's study of the Okanagan included a description of
these bands’ locations.
The principal tribe of the Okanagans were the 
Konkonelpa who had their winter village in what is 
today Conconully. Smaller bands lived in the side 
valleys under subchiefs, for instance the Katar people 
and the Omak Lake people. The Tukoratum lived at the 
mouth of the Okanagan River. From 1858 on, we hear of 
Chief Tonasket*s band of Okanagans whose ancestral 
homes were located from Oliver, B.C. down to Tonasket 
(1966 :18 ).
According to Teit, the original center from which the Okanagan 
people spread was the country between the Okanagan Falls and the mouth 
of the Similkameen. He learned from a Canadian Okanagan chief that the 
old dividing line between the Okanagan and the Sanpoil was at about 
Okanagan Falls. "From there north the real Okanagan dialect was 
spoken" (1930:199).
4.2 San Poil and Nespelem
"’Snpoilix’ is said to be the old name of a place on Sans Foil 
River, or in its neighborhood, the original home of the Sanpoil tribe"
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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(Teit 1930:199). Ray correctly notes that "the term Sanpoil is a 
corruption of the native name . . . of the people who lived at the 
confluence of the Sanpoil and Columbia rivers" (1932:9) and that the 
term does not imply any characteristic lack of hair eunong these people, 
He also states that 'Nespelem' was derived from a native name,
snspilem [meaning "land barren of trees"], referring to the people at
the mouth of the Nespelem River.
Curtis describes the ranges of the Sanpoil and Nespelem as two
distinct areas:
The Sanpoel occupied the valley of the stream that 
bears their name, and the shores of the Columbia 
between the Spokane and the Sanpoel, [and] its 
tributaries . . . The Nespelem occupied the valley of 
the river of that name, which flows into the Columbia
about thirty miles west of the Sanpoel, and the
adjacent portion of lands bordering on the Columbia 
(1911:64).
Raufer concurs that the Sanpoil and Nespelem were distinct
groups occupying separate areas along the Columbia:
The tribes who are distinct but are often grouped 
together, the Nespelems and the Sanpoels, lived about 
thirty miles apart, separated by the Sanpoil 
Mountains. Their territory extended from the mouth of 
the Spokane River down to Grand Coulee on the south 
side of the Columbia and from the opposite side of the 
mouth of the Spokane River down to the mouth of the 
Okanagan on the north side of the Columbia, including 
also the valleys of the Sanpoil and Nespelem Creeks 
(1966:18).
She suggests that the explorer David Thompson considered the Sanpoil 
and Nespelem as different tribes, but does not acknowledge her source.
Though Curtis and Raufer consider these groups as separate
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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entities, others have united them. "According to tradition, the
Nespelem were a part of the Sanpoil. It seems likely that they
originated as an extension of the Sanpoil westward" (Teit 1930:214).
Ray tries to clarify the use of the labels by explaining that
originally the names Sanpoil and Nespelem were applied to only two
different settlements. Later, they came to have general reference to
the peoples along the Columbia near either Sanpoil or Nespelem creek,
■The terms, however, were not used consistently or in 
mutually exclusive senses. Sometimes Sanpoil was 
meant to include Nespelem; at other times it was not.
The natives themselves had never adopted these 
designations. A man’s nativity is still indicated by 
the old village group name plus a personifying prefix 
or suffix (1932:9).
In describing the peoples who were called Sanpoil and Nespelem,
Ray states that :
Although politically autonomous, all the villages from 
the Nespelem river to Hunters were culturally and 
dialectically identical. Moreover, they formed a 
definite social unit. They felt far closer between 
one another than between themselves and the people 
below (sinqaiétk") [Lower Okanagan] or the ones above 
(Colville) (1932:9).
Mattina points out:
Members of the Methow, San Poil, and Colville-Nespelem 
bands all speak the same dialect, Colville. However, 
for the members of each band these terms are 
synonymous with the dialect they speak (1975:2, note 
3).
So, while these two groups are considered politically separate, they 
are linguistically of a unit. From this standpoint, Ray uses the one 
term, Sanpoil, to designate both the Sanpoil and Nespelem.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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Ray describes the Sanpoil territory with reference to a change
in the direction of the course of the Columbia River near Hunters :
This has come to be known as the Big Bend of the 
Columbia, and the adjacent territory to the south of 
the river is called locally the Big Bend country.
This general area, together with that included within 
the bend, was originally occupied by the sanpoil 
{1932:13).
The whole of the area used by the Sanpoil was bounded on the 
north at Republic, on the east by the Columbia from Peach to Hunters 
and northeast to the Kettle River range. On the west their territory 
was bounded by a line extending from Republic to Kartaro to Coulee 
City, and on the south by approximately the 47»40' latitude (Ray 
1932:13).
4.3 Colville
"'SxoieLp ' is said to be the name of a place near or a little 
below Kettle Falls, which was considered to be the original home of the 
Colville tribe. According to some, the name means 'hollowed out', with 
reference to some rocks there” (Teit 1930:199). The terra seems to have 
the lexical suffix -iip 'tree' which would conflict with this 
interpretation.
Curtis locates the Colville in both the Colville and Columbia 
river valleys. Along the Columbia, he describes the Colville territory 
as extending from Kettle Falls as far south as the mouth of the Spokane 
(1911:63). Spier notes that "other writers assign additional territory 
on the Kettle River and particularly on the Columbia River quite to the 
iiuuith of the Spokane” ( 1936:8; see also, Raufer). Others have the
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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Colville occupying a smaller area, only to approximately thirty miles 
below the Kettle Falls (Teit 1930:208), or as far south as Hunters (Ray 
1932:9).
4.4 Lake
According to Raufer, the name the Lake Indians called 
themselves was derived from 'aitcEkst', the name of a fish commonly 
caught in their region (1966:19).
Raufer and Spier locate the Lake principally in the Columbia 
River valley and along the shores of the Arrow Lakes, extending as far 
south as the town of Marcus. Curtis described the Lake territory 
including the Kettle River valley as well as the Columbia (1911:64). 
Teit locates the Lake tribe in a larger area, including the Kettle 
River valley, Slocan River and Lake, and the west arm of Kootenay Lake 
and Kootenay River below the lake (1914:284).
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5.0 Teit's Orthography
Franz Boas volunteers that during the early years of his 
fieldwork, he "had not mastered sufficiently the art of clear phonetic 
perception and rendering", and that "similar difficulties, perhaps even 
more serious, are encountered in the materials collected by Mr. Teit" 
(Boas and Haeberlin 1927:117). Boas edited much of Teit's work, such 
as the Jesup North Pacific Expedition report on "The Middle Columbia 
Salish" (1929) and the Bureau of American Ethnology publication "The 
Okanagan" (1927). He also used material Teit collected in "Sound 
Shifts in Salishan Dialects." Describing Teit's material. Boas points 
out that:
Mr. Teit's perception of sounds is not very definite.
He does not distinguish clearly between velars and 
middle palatals and does not always hear labialization 
He uses frequently a point [period] before and after 
consonants. This symbol represents in some cases weak 
voicing preceding a consonant, in others a pause, in 
still others a glottal stop (1929;foreword ).
n-iese comments give a clue to the difficulties encountered in trying to 
decipher Teit's orthography, which may seem quite arbitrary.
Almost all of the graphemes Teit recorded are accompanied by 
one or more of a large set of diacritics he used rather freely. 
Sometimes these diacritics help distinguish between velar and 
post-velar, glottalized and plain, rounded and unrounded. I have found 
that the multitude of diacritics Teit used form a somewhat regular 
though poorly defined system.* The diacritics will be discussed with 
the graphemes they accompany.
19
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5.1 Teit's basic set of consonant graphemes includes the following,




m n r y w
- R
Modern Colville has been described with a consonantal system 
distinguishing nine points and five manners of articulation. There are 
full series of plain and glottalized stops and resonants. The 
affricates pattern as stops, though the glottalized lateral affricate, 
/&/, does not have a plain partner (Mattina 1973:7,8). Northern 
Okanagan has a voiced velar fricative, / y / . Mattina (p.c.) and others 
have observed that Southern Okanagan and Colville distinguish rounded 
and unrounded pharyngeals, while Northern Okanagan lacks the rounded 
series. Two of Teit's Lake entries (297, 324)» seem to indicate 
roundedness, implying that the Lake dialect also has rounded 
pharyngeals.
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The following chart shows the Modern Colville consonantal system:
P t c k ]c* q q« 7
P t c k k« q q«
s X x^ X 1C* h
, ,m n r 1 ÿ W Ç ÇW
m n r 1 y w ? 9*
The following discussion of Teit's orthography will be guided by
the modern phonemic system. bringing Teit ’s many graphemes into focus.
5.1 1 Stops and Affricates
5.1 11 /p/, /p/ Teit does not consistently distinguish between
/p/ and /p/. "p is used to mark unglottalized /p/ in one instance 
where it follows the article a? as the root initial consonants 
453. â. ’pâ. La grey a? pa?
.p represents /p/ in the suffix -ilp "bush, plant" in three examples 
(391,392,396), but in other forms containing the same suffix Teit 
doesn't use the point {.): compare 386,387,397. In a few cases, /p/ is 
recorded as p accompanied by specific diacritics distinguishing it from 
its plain counterpart:
bark basket202. pxna 
233. .slipu 
.sliPu 
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In other entries, /p/ is represented by p alone or followed by a vowel 
(a or E), even where /a/ or another vowel is not expected. This extra 
vowel may be Teit’s means of recording the release of the glottalized 
stop. Elsewhere, both /p/ and /p/ are recorded simply as p.
Teit's expectations may be reflected in his transcriptions: the
Okanagan dialects have no labio-dental fricatives or voiced stops,
though Teit records both f and b for /p/i" in two borrowings:
513. la bRid SPl
labRid Cv
la.b R i d  La bridle laprit
531. la tab La table latap
In discussing Thompson, a Northern Interior Salish language, L.
C. and M. T, Thompson refer to the tendency among native English
speôücers to perceive Thompson stops as voiced.
The non—glottalized obstruents— both stops and 
spirants— are nevertheless affected by the general 
lenis set of the [Thompson] language, such that the 
English ear tends to hear them as voiced in many 
voiced environments (1982:35).
A similar explanation may account for Teit’s recordings, particularly 
where the form resembles an English form:
360. ficEi SPl
fic.l Cv trout pislii
See other exaunples of ’voicing’ under /t/ (5.1.12), /s/ (5.1.21), and
/k/ (5.1.15).
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5.1.12 /t/,/t/ /t/ and /t/ usually appear as t in Teit's
transcriptions, though he does mark /t/ with a symbol other than plain 
t in a few examples, t, .t, and .t occur in initial position to mark 
the glottalized consonant in entries 467, 556, 601, 621, 625. Three 
Lake forms are unusual in that Teit records tl for /t/. The tl is one 
of Teit ' s regular symbols for / V , which is not expected in these 
roots.
73. tlena La ear tina?
37 3. kwutlkwitlps La flea &*et&*lteps
5 98. gwutl.psntcü.t La run x*etpencut
Teit also recorded ts for an expected /t/ in an alternate form for 
"kidney" in the Lake dialect:
133. nuEtssas La kidney mt?as
The point (. ) may show up before, and occasionally after, t to mark 
independent articulation. See 311, 413, 496, 505, 588, 608.
.t is particularly common in the suffix -ilt "offspring," as in 
ex. 22, 48, 205 and 260. In some of these cases the preceding /I/ may 
be glottalized to mark a diminutive, adding justification for Teit's 
use of the point.
d shows up for an expected /t/ in the term for "bridle" borrowed 
from the French (see ex. 513, sec. 5.1.11 above). Teit also 
transcribes the terms for raven, day and saddle with d where /t/ is 
expected :
345. e y û d B l u x  Ok y u t l e x "  raven
496. . s xElExalld SPl s x e l y f a l t  day
512. . n d o k g e s k a x a t s n  Cv n t e k * k i ? s q a x a ? t n  saddle
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5.1.13 /c/,/c/ Teit records the two alveolar affricates /c/ and
/c/ as either ts or tci* in most examples. Mattina notes that in the 
Colville dialect, "the plain affricate, and not its glottalized 
counterpart, has a palatalized allophone [d] in free variation with the 
norm /c/ (1973:8). In the northern Okanagan dialect, the palatal 
allophone is the norm (Mattina, p.c.). Neither tc nor ts is used 
regularly to differentiate between the alveolar affricate and its 
palatalized allophone, or between the plain and glottalized phonemes, 
though tc is used only once to mark /c/. There seems to be no special 
marking for the glottalized affricate.
Other symbols and combinations representing /c/ include t, ts, 
tc, c, and s; and corresponding to modern /c/ are tc, st, s, tst, t, 
k, k, and c .
222 . .neksilta SPl room naqsilca?
213. spîtEniiXy Ok tent specnxix*
216. kOx ‘tsé SPl
k o . 'tsé Cv earthlodge q*ci?
264. .tcâskâxa La
264. CEntècaskaxa SPl
.s .nlcaskaxa Cv horse senk±ca?sqaxa'
420 . tSESElOSEnt hail xcaclusent
429. . s . suksEkâm Ok thunder caqcqam
576. En ‘tea. La
En ‘tea SPl I inca?
86. ëntüxt Ok tongue tix*ck
96 . ên Lékemôxskt Ok chest ttonax^ck
99 . ës kolsElènk Ok
kolsEnin.k SPl
skolSEnin.k Cv belly sq*alcnxnk
404. stBkEtstywilp SPl red willow staktakcx"ilp
405 . .stiktstxu La willow berries stikcx"
581. tcin lit Ok they cnilc
336. yikeik Ok small red hawk YVXC7C13
235 . iokEnikst Ok
kE&Encenékst SPl wristguard -cnikstn
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5.1.14 /X/ Teit uses L and tl most frequently to represent the
glottalized lateral affricate. See particularly: 147 , 148; 177; 254,
256, 16 9; 606; also 3, 54, 251, 260, 442, 444, 449, 452, 524, 528, 554.
Teit uses various other symbols to represent /À/:
66. .sko tlu-.s SPl face sk*Àus
ëskluc Ok face sk*kus
299. sxottlé Cv mountain goat sx^&i?
446 . .n.î xtlElt La north n?i&tk
528. tl kap SPl kettle &k"?a
{horn spoon)
524. lukiakptcintEn Ok fork &k'"&ak"pclntn
In one further example. Teit uses five characters to represent one
sound :
446. .ne ittlelt.k La north. n?iitk
5.1.15 /k/, /k"/, /q/, /q*/ Teit uses the single symbol k to
represent stops in the velar and post-velar positions, including the 
plain, glottalized, rounded and rounded glottalized forms. The rounded 
stops normally appear as k in conjunction with a rounded vowel or 
semivowel, usually placed before the consonant.i* Subscript q , 
are also used in conjunction with k to mark rounding:
ku 137, 192, 260, 308, 335,
ku 335, 409, 425, 434, 632.
uk 105, 621.
k-o 194, 426, 558, 589.
ko 571.
kw 315, 497 .
The underlining which is common in these entries does not always 
correspond to the position of the consonant, though it more often 
stands for /q/, /q/, or /k/ rather than /k/.
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Other special markings for the (post-)velar stops include k,
'k, k' kk/ and 'k, as in entries 288, 492, 528, 263, 283, 538, 339, 5, 
7, 450, 610.
Teit uses ky twice to denote /k/, once each to mark /q/ and /q/. 
It seems odd that Teit uses a symbol for a palatal to mark the 
post—velar ;
62 . kyapkaintEn SPl, Cv
kyEpkaintEn La hair of head qapqintn
402 . . stskyémtkem SPl strawberry tqimtqem
63 . nkysmausksn SPl crown of head rüonawsqn
79. .s.nkyEmlkEn SPl, Cv back sankmiksn
1.16 /?/ Teit usually transcribes the glottal stop as a series
vowels, sometimes punctuated with a single quote. point or space.i
17 . le éu SPl
le ’ û Cv father l?iw
231, .spo ôl
.spo étà La smoke spu?ui
242 . .s .nkweitê.stsn La quiver senq«eltx?stn
371. .sko.El SPl
.s ko,El Ok ant sq*u?l
388 . kôlé.t La black pine q*li?t
5.1.2 The Fricatives
5,1.21 /s/ All fricatives except /h/ may become voiced
intervocalically in the Okanagan dialects (Mattina 1973:8). In some 








iron arrowhead snwlwlmusa?st( n )










Teit also uses z for /s/ in some cases where the fricative is not 











Teit's z may also represent the combination of /t/ and /s/ as occurs 
where the particle t- and the s- nominalizer appear together;
58. zuiepznsx SPl
zuiepix Cv







z appears in another entry, which I have not been able to identify:
342. (hkekatzkoi) Ok blueback swallow
c shows up for /s/ in several entries. Teit probably uses this 
grapheme to represent a palatal allophone of /s/, or [s], which is 




p î C E ±
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Teit also uses ‘s and s as alternate symbols for /s/. in the first
excunple below, the 's may preview a following glottal stop:
40, SE 'si SPl
SE si Cv, La mother's brother sasl?
530. le si 'so SPl, Cv scissors lesiso
539. .spekaisxEn Ok silver piqsxen
5.1.22 /!/ Teit uses 1 or è to represent /i/. tl shows up often
in initial position where /i/ is expected, and where the onset may have
allowed Teit to perceive /4/ as an affricate:i* see entries 11, 46, 48,
67, 102, 107, 119, 120, 129,, 452, 459, 561.
Teit uses some other forms representing /±/ that include 11, ël.
and xl :
464. kailis La
ka±lis SPl three ka?lis
23. êl kaktsa Ok elder brother iqaqca?
25 . el kikxa Ok elder sister ikikxa?
26. ël tcetCElops Ok younger sister ±cec?ups
403 , .xlala La
xlala SPl raspberry Ifala?
5.1.23 /X/, /X*/, /X/, /x«/ In the foreword to Teit’s "The
Middle Columbia Salish" (1928), Franz Boas explains a little about 
Teit's transcription, pointing out that Teit used x for the 'medial 
palatal fricative' and x for the velar. Later, in the preface to "The 
Okanagan" (1930:26), Boas calls attention to Teit's use of x and x 
which had "changed from earlier usage to conform with the system now 
generally employed." So, x represents velar, ? post velar. In both 
papers. Boas comments on Teit’s difficulty in distinguishing between 
velars and post-velars.
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In his vocabularies, Teit usually transcribes the unrounded 
( post— )velars with plcLin x. A single or double underline of the x may 
indicate either the velar or postvelar position,i? though Teit uses the 
double underline most often for the velar;
/X/ X 115.
X 595, 67, 115, 124, 127, 518, 549.
/x/ X 607.
5  16, 217.
Any of the velar or post-velar fricatives may be transcribed 
with a number of common symbols. These include x, x, g, h; each may be 
preceded or followed by o, u, or w, whether or not it represents a 
rounded fricative. In the 1928 foreword. Boas points out that Teit 
does not always hear labialization. The rounded <post-)velars /x"/ and 
/x"/ often show up in Teit's transcriptions without any rounding 
element at all: 2, 15, 214, 215, 321, 358, 370, 382, 413, 414, 495,
520, 557.
The rounded velar fricative is a common sound in the Okanagan 
dialects, and Teit transcribes it in a wide range of forms, including ^x, 
Xg,- Xu, xw, hw, w, ux. These may also signify any of the velar or 
post-velar fricatives. See 1, 12, 86, 140, 21, 229, 326, 366, 458,
459, 516, 622.
5.1.24 /h/ Mattina notes that /h/ is a rare sound in Colville
(1973:8), and Thompson suggests that in "all the [Salish] languages
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except Tillcunook h is infrequent” (1977:697). The symbol h,
■>representing /h/, is expectedly rare in the vocabulary Teit recorded. 
In one entry, hy represents an initial /h/ before the high front vowel:
SPl rat hiwk
In another entry, x represents /h/;
289. moxüya La raccoon mhuya?
Elsewhere, Teit records /h/ accurately.
286 . hyeut
5.1.3 The Resonants
5.1.31 /I/, /!/ Teit uses 1 to record both /I/ and /!/. In a
number of entries, Teit follows the lateral with a point ( .). In two 
such entries (260 fawn, 246 fish spear handle) 1. represents /!/; in 
other entries (e.g. 205 infant, 22 daughter) Teit's 1. may also 
represent /I/ in the diminutive forms of the suffix -ilt 
"child/offspring."
' Teit's symbols L, tl, tl, and ±1 which are primarily used to 



















In several examples, Teit uses ± for the resonant /I/. See 602, 473, 
154, 178, 238, 497, 461, 457.
Teit also uses 11 to represent both /!/ and /!/:
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610. kwallt SPl warm k*ait
496 . .sxElExalld SPl
xElaxall.t L3. day syelx?alt
194. nulsallko Cv pipestem nwlsalq"
571. tEkatcElBxall.k SPl
katCElEx éllk Ok train qcelxalq"
268 . .stsmallt Cv cattle
272 . .stEmallt SPl buffalo calf stsm?alt
5.1.32 /r/, /r/ Teit uses both a script r and printed r in his
transcriptions. The script r will be represented by r in this paper.
It is difficult to know whether Teit perceived two different sounds and 
recorded them with the two symbols, or if he used the symbols 
interchangably. r is used alone and in combination with r to represent 
both /r/ and /r/:
229. . s oRrésElEp La fire swrriselp
45 2. k w o R ’ré La b r o w n k*ri?
455. te k a é Ok y e l l o w (ti )k*ri?
537. k o k o R é . t SPl
k o R é E t La
k o k o R ê s x E n Ok gold k * e r k * r i s x a n
593. t E R a k a m SPl d a nce sterqam
316. O R O R e W U SPl b l a c k b i r d
317. O R O R e w U La r e d w i n g e d w e r w e r i w a
b l a c k b i r d
600. nkEREtnyéus SPl to s w i m  across kermiws
W h i l e  'r r e p r e s e n t s b o t h  /r/ and /r/:
340. t s a  ris SPl k i n g f i s h e r caris
460. k w o  'ré La sorrel k"ri?
'r s e e m s  to sta n d  for /r/;
455. k w o ’réa La y e l l o w k"ri?
a n d  rr for /r/:
221. l E n E x a r r t C E n La d o o r f l a p 4 nxarcan
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155. kerrértcin La neckerchief Iceiyrcin
In two roots where /r/ or /r/ is expected, Teit writes 1;
333. skolaxan La heron sk«arxan
585. tElEkam Ok kick sterqam
593. talkamix Ok dance starqmxx
This 1/r alternation seems to be limited to a set of roots containing 
/r/, /r/ in Cz position. (See sec. 8.1).
5.1.33 /m, m/, /n, n/ Teit's transcription of the nasal resonants
does not vary much from what is expected, though glottalization is 
usually not marked. In one entry, "magpie", /n/ is marked specially;
343. an.n Cv magpie fan
ri appears for an expected /m/ in two entries, both in final position:
166. sitSEn SPl blanket sicam
254. .stl&tcxnEn La deer ska?cinam
Likewise, m appears for /n/:
135. pEnim.ki" La liver pnink
Teit also uses 1 for /n/ in one entry;
99. As kolSElénk Ok belly sq^alcnink
In several entries, m and n are missing altogether; 81, 399, 188 and
417.
5.1.34 /?, ?/ Like many modern salishanists, Teit had difficulty
describing or transcribing the pharyngeal resonants with any regular 
symbols, The Okanagan pharyngeals are phonetically realized as 
vowels with pharyngeal constriction (Mattina 1973:9); and so Teit 
transcribes those pharyngeals he recognizes most often with the vowel
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a, usually accompanied by an additional vowel or some diacritic. 
Examples include entries 59, 108, 124, 131, 133, 173, 195, 319, 450,
451, 453.
Subscript r also represents the pharyngeal in Teit's
transcriptions, though usually in initial position:
as. raltsmEn Cv tooth ?ltman
195. .^atskaxatEn SPl, cv rope ?acsqaxa?tn
343. ^ainsn SPl magpie fan
385. . Srâugwë .p La root sa?x"lp
Teit uses h for /?/ in two entries:
85. haitEiciEn La tooth fitmen
248. .naAazkotsn Ok
(n hezotin) Ok fish net nfactn
In Teit's transcriptions, glottalized pharyngeals are
indistinguishable from the unglottalized pharyngeals (entries 287, 324,
332). The rounded pharyngeals, plain or glottalized, Teit transcribes
as w, with or without diacritics;
295. .sxalelujg SPl
xawailux SPl
xowaiEluK La fox x*f'^ilx”
297. SE ‘waa SPl
.s.wa. Cv mtn lion, or
so waa La cougar sf*a?
324. wâ^ëtckola La meadowlark f"af'“ayck"ala?
5.2 Vowels
There are four vowels in the Okanagan dialects, each with a wide 
range of variation. The 'full' vowels are /a/, /i/, /u/; these may 
appear stressed or unstressed. The fourth vowel is an epenthetic /e/, 
which never occurs stressed. Mattina describes the range of these 
vowels;
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/a/ may range from [æ] after y to [a] next to back 
consonants.
/u/ ranges freely from [u] to [o], with [o] usually 
appearing contiguous to postvelars.
/i/ ranges from [i] down to [e] in free variation. 
a transitional glide, is the product of this front 
vowel occurring before or after a post velar.
/e/ may appear as [u"] near rounded consonants, and as 
[s'] near the 'back' consonants. It may also appear 
as [i>] or [I] contiguous to a labial or an alveolar 
(1973; 10-12).
In describing the tendency of [a] to so readily adapt to surrounding 
consonants, L. C. Thompson notes that "in many cases the foreign ear 
has great difficulty recognizing whether a variant of a or one of the 
tense [i.e. 'full'] vowels is being heard" (1979:697-8). In trying to 
record vowel quality accurately, Teit*® ended up doing a study of 
allophonic variation. He employed the following symbols, alone or in a 
great number of combinations: i e E u o a î i ê ë ë û ü ü ô ô ô â â .
Any of these, except e , may appear with ' which often corresponds to 
stress or syllable peak.
In his 1927 preface to Teit's "The Okanagan," Boas included this 
description :
Vowels have their continental values : 
ê open e, as in "fell."
Ô open o, nearly as in German "voll."
E obscure vowel, as e in "flower" (1927:25-6).
In 1929, forewording Teit's "The Middle Columbia Salish," Boas 
expands the definition of e , describing it as "an obscure vowel with 
timber determined by adjoining consonant." î is added to the list of
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•open', or lax, vowels. Also:
Ü umlaut u, closed
a umlaut a, probably equals long ê
The macron indicates length
" labialization of k sounds (1929:85)
These descriptions leave û, ë, and â unexplained. The vowels
and vowel combinations found in Teit's lists probably represent some
real phonetic differences, though the distinctions now seem specious.
In general, the following correspondences usually are found between the 
Okanagan phonemes and Teit's graphemes.
/ V a. ê, Ô
/i/ if e, Ü
/u/ o. u
/a/ E, Î
The remaining graphemes occur less frequently. Due to the fact 
that each of Teit's vowel graphemes may represent any of the Okanagan 
vowels, the graphemes he used will guide the following discussion.
5.2.1 â This most often represents a stressed or full [a] in
Teit's lists. It may represent [e] in entries 12 and 41, as well as
in ;
62. kâpkain Ok hair of head qapqintn
A331. pâkamix La swan speqmix
â shows up in combination with another grapheme to represent [i] 
contiguous to a post velar;
238. tskâilEn La arrow cqilan
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250. ksn.sâl.n La sinker knnsa?yntn
309. tE )kômkâini1 La antlers tq'^smqin
In two Okanagan entries. â shows up for an expected i:
355. stikpast Ok feather steqpistn
435. spâlEm Ok plain spilem
5.2.2 â This fairly uncommon, symbol appears in six** of Teit's
entries, representing three different phonemes.
439. tînuculâx Ok earth temx*ula?x*
376. si laks Ok mosquito slaqs
266. mauB 'ta SPl sheep lemoto
267. lika.sâ SPl pig ko so
kâ.so La
10. wâxtélat Cv infant wxtila?t
uwâxtélêt Ok
114. ên kwâadtain Ok fingernail q^eyqinkstn
5.2.3 ô Like â, ô appears most often in the Lake list. Generally
corresponding to [u], ô may also represent [e] in conjunction with a 
rounded consonant :
118. .s .nkômaxân La calf of leg senq'*'amxan
230. skollEmin La ashes sq^elmin
270. kôspltsa La buffalo q*9spica?
309. tE )3s,ômkâin La antlers tq«amqin
Ô also shows up as a representation of /w/;
8 . xixôtEm La girl xixwtam
80. ë séptcén Ok beard swpcin
115 . esstséxin Ok leg scawxan
308 . .sôpântCEn La marmot Vwp
615 . sô.wl.t SPl who, pi. swit
In two entries, ô is equivalent to [a] :
110. tsôkoma Cv
tsékomEn La first finger caq«ma?
419. . smûkok Ok snow smq^aq*
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Ô represents a rounded pharyngeal in one entry:
563. .nkaoEmsn La church sanka?"men
5.2.4 Ô Most often, this symbol represents [a]; less common
correlations are demonstrated in the following entries:
10, wôxtélat Cv infant w?±ila?t
124. .stcôxExén SPl toe scawxan
400. .sxosEm SPl soap berry sx*usam
267. ko.kôs La pig k*uk*us
266. le mbto Cv sheep lamoto
le môtâ La
267. kâ.so La pig koso
388. kôlè.t La black pine q«aq«li?t
5.2.5 Û Û represents stressed [u], with very little variation. In
one example it may represent [x*];
218. .stcùwil%u La bark lodge ctx*ilx"
5.2.6 Ü [i] followed by a rounded consonant appears as ü in some
of Teit's entries*.
1. .skâltemüg Ok man sqaltmix"
50. êlemûxêm Ok chief ylmix^am
86. tüxtsk SPl tongue tix"ck
ëntûgst Ok
180. hwükEmsn SPl skin dresser X"ik*man
422. süik Ok water siwik*
In one entry, ü is equivalent to [i] in an unrounded environment
6. .stakamù%2 a Ok young woman sta?kmix
Only once does ü represent [u]:
341. âsû.4 La loon ?asu?4
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5.2.7 u This grapheme is rare in Teit's data. It appears three
times, each corresponding to a different sound:
4. piptewénûx ok old woman peptwinax"
70. Itu.m s .koms SPl eyebrow q'^emq'^ums
In the third occurrence, û doesn't correspond to any regular Okanagan 
phoneme, but appears as either the mark of a syllable peak or 
representing the rounding of [q*]:
419, .sm'mûkôk Ok snow smq*aq"
5.2.8 ê This is a common grapheme, usually representing [i], or a
variant of /y/s see 50, 155, 336, 410. In the Lake and Okanagan 
dialects, Teit occasionally records ë for [a], usually in conjunction 
with [y]:
84. koxkonë La mouse &"l&*x*na?
324. wâyyëtckola La meadow lark ?wa?*ayck*ala?
338. n)tanaea Ok bat stanwaya?
413. .xai eirnex Ok sun xyaànex"
538. .3 'kwëi Ok copper q*?ay
In one Lake entry, Teit writes ë for [e]:
190. lasiët La plate lasyét
5.2.9 ë Appearing only once** in the entire collection, ë
represents [a]:
61. stsésêkEn SPl head ca?siqan
5.2.10 ê This is another common grapheme in Teit's vocabulary, and 
in most of the entries in which it appears, it represents [a], as 
either a stressed vowel or non-stressed full vowel. In contrast to e.
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without diacritics, which almost always represents /i/,** ê represents 
/i/ in only aüDout half its appearances.
5.2.11 i i is found in more than 90 entries, and regularly
corresponds to [i] or a variant of /y/. See 50, 206, 298, 301. In two
Ijake entries, î corresponds to schwa or an unstressed syllable peak;
187. ninkamln La knife nxnkman
288. iltE ku La otter i±k*u?
And in one borrowed item, i corresponds to French [ü] which in modern
Colville appears as [u]:
556. li sikur La sugar lisuker
5.2.12 Î This is another of Teit's more common graphemes, which 
usually corresponds to schwa. Like i, î represents [i] or [y] in two 
of Teit's entries:
151. îr. kaintEn La headband yrqxnten
380. SEklskEmxkstsn SPl limb tkelkelxmikstn
In a few cases, î does not correspond to any Okanagan phoneme, though
it may represent the release of 
element between consonants.
a consonant, or some other transitional
129. mîlikea Cv blood mlkiya?
193 . .s .n.manxînz6 Ok pipe senmanx^tn
294. sinkîlip Ok coyote senkixp
578 . tclniltct Ok he cnilc
In two Okanagan entries, î corresponds to [a];
115 . esstsôxxn Ok leg scawxan
608 . Lkxst Ok bad kast
363 . .s)warxkEXEn Ok frog swarakxen
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5.2.13 E This grapheme usually represents schwa in Teit’s
orthography, though it may also represent a syllable peak or consonant 
release.
5.2.14 Teit uses the unmarked symbols a, e, i, o, and u beyond
their "continental values" in just as many ways as the vowels appearing 
with diacritics, and nearly every symbol is at one time or another used 
to represent schwa. Many of Teit's graphemes that are marked with 
diacritics appear most often in the Lake dialect list. This is not 
what I would have expected, since the Lake list seems to be the last 
one compiled and could therefore reflect any generalizations Teit may 
have made on the Okanagan dialects.
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6 . Teit ' s VocaJbularies
The following lists contain six columns, which are intended to 
be read across facing pages. The first column, titled 'English,' 
contains the gloss Teit used for the item recorded, with his own 
abbreviations and comments. I have chosen to present the lists roughly 
according to the order recorded in Teit's Lake list, since this seemed 
to be best organized. I have of necessity made some changes in the 
order, but have left out none of Teit's items. The second through 
fifth columns contain the Sanpoil, Colville, Lake and Okanagan forms 
which Teit recorded. These columns may include italicized notes in 
English, which are Teit's own.
In the sixth column are Modern Colville and/or Okanagan forms 
for comparison. These forms are verified with data collected either by 
A. Mattina or R. Bouchard. Some are underlying forms, others surface 
phonetics. This column also contains forms from other Interior Salish 
languages where a Colville form could not be found, or where a form 
from another language more closely resembled the form Teit recorded. 
These are marked with a two letter aLbbreviation following the item: Cm, 
Columbia (from Kinkade and Thompson, 1974); Ok, Okanagan (Bouchard);
Sh, Shuswap (Kuipers, 1974); Sp, Spokane (Carlson, n.d.); Th, Thompson 
(Thompson, n.d.).
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13. old maid or
unmarried adult woman
xixo.tsm 
t E t o w i t
same as yg woman
waxtéllt
.stlwilEm.t






















17. father (by male)
18. father (by female)
19. mother (by male)
20. mother (by female)
stsiim
tEltipEla











tcai.n le 'u 
tcaxai n rnxstsm 






s t u n œ k E ë l . t 
keitsk
tcaxai skosé 
" stomkai llt.t 
t c a x a i .n k e t s k
24. younger brother siSEntsa 1 cicEnsa
























































































































( son and daughter) 
son in law 
daughter in law 
father in law 
mother in law 
sister in law 
brother in law 
brother and 
sister in law 
wife s sister SlC  
































tcahai .s nik.4 
" sipEn 
" ,sxaxa 









" SE 'si 
" stàtâkwo
42. mother s sister
43. grandchild













real father not dead smis4
real father dead tlwistsn



































ê l  t c e t c E l o p s  






















.s x a x p a  
kikoa 
k â k E n a























. S H E k S l l E X
i o w i s t E n
i o w i s t E n
48 .
49. nkEsills 
50 - ilamëuXEm 












































t c a x a i x  k w e i  us
61. head stsésêkEn tsa s i e k E n
62. hair of "
63. crown of head
kyapkalntEn kyapkaintEn 
(t C E x a i .s .n t E X w a u s k E n
64. top of head nkyEmauskEn
65. scalp sipieiEkEn " .spieiEkEn
66• face 
67. forehead 


















































t l â k w i l e x






.s k a x l u g  




60. t c a x n a m E n  

































































































































more upper part 
shoulder 
more lower part 
or point 































106. palm of hand
nksmelksikst 
L kEmtcinikst 
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Lake Okanaaan Modem Colville






85. haitEDiEn ën aitemxn vitmen







tEkai ipastEn tqi?pa?stn (Ok )
91. kEspân en këspan kespan






96 . ën Lêkemôxskt t]onâx*ck
kElkEmaxEn ki -ton -axan
97. skaëm ëskeém sq?im
98. tkmiws
99 .






104. tskitsa ikst skcahikst
105. .skEtséuka skcik*
106. nkEmanklkst nkamnkikst
















t s o koma





















. s .nkomExan 
kElkîmtcinExên 
k iIkEmikEnxEn 






" x a n k a x n E X E n  
" .s.nkomExen 
" t l k s m k E m t c i n E X E n  




















. spo CIS 
.mEt a.s
.StumEXEn 
. s t o n a k a x n a x E n  
tc e e . x  k u o x k a x H E X E n  
t c a i .tstskxip 
tcai m i l l k é a  
k â k E l o  
tcei k o i l a l  












137. flesh & meat . slek,
.skail.tk














12 0 . 
121 . 



























. s . nkômcLxân 

































































































147. corpse tEmtEniEn 'i ,tEmtsmEn e
148. dead
149. grave











153. bunch of feathers













157. dressed skin shirt sepi el.ks

























































































160. apron (any kind)
























s . citsEm 
kospitsa
170. elk "
171. dressed buckskin 
any kind






























s o ^ ë . St
kaxEmxn kaxEmin












okanaaan M o d e m  Colville
sqeltmix^alqs 
sma?mâlqs 























































.s x o i x o i é E t E n
181. kaxcunin
sx*yx*iytn 
qx-min ( Sp )



















































200. " handle s k E m e i . k s t E n tea "
201. tump-line lekekEna












.s x w u l o k
x î l a m i n
Modern Colville






















197, p o o m l n
198. s e E p m i n
199.
X E l Û l O X t E n
200.




.n k a u x  
.s .n ,m a n x î n
nulsallko 















































206. stilts learned from whites
207. swing katsowasa
208. red paint tulamsn






212. name .skwist tcaxai .skwist
213. tent (any kind)












( n o x x w e r k E n )
. sholeixu
. s h ù l E l x








(in general) .s .natskatsn































.st s s t S E m e l t  
(skozaoEtsa)
. n e i p x E n t E n  


















n/ya?-p/-xen ( Th )





















































235. wrist guard kEisncenekst
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LaJce Okanaaan Modem Colville
221. iEHExarrtCEn 4 nxârcen
222. naksiltsa naqsxlca?
223 . .nikôBtzn (s )#4q"utn
ntukEntcutEn nt9k"@ncutn
224. nmaleks stkEn nmalkst
225 . kwilstEn k*xistn
227.
228 . s .nkomtalultsn
229. soés e Iep surxselp
.SORrésElEp swrrxsslp
atcugwôp 3cwx'*ap
230 . .skolEmin ( s )q"'slrain
tskolatsp











236. .tc.kwenEk ën skwxnk ckrink
237 . kâtcxHEktEn k?accinktn
238 . tskâilEn en skaxlem cqxlan
ca?qalnûtya?
239. .s .nlekapé.st -i?st
240. .s .nololamoza snwlwlmusa?st(n
241. tEkülastEH -a?stn
242 . .s .nkwelté.stEn sanq*a4tx?stn
243 . .s .nkErkErrâxEn
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English Sanpoil
246. fish spear two prong
handle .SKOl.ksn
three prong witsk
handle and all losmln










251. bark canoe tie ‘1 tie ‘e













































m u l a m s n
249. katcipElatEn








































M o d e m  Colville
sxTulqn { O k )
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English










































































X ‘PE ‘karn 
wapopxEn
xawailux












































284. k ô x k o n ë  
285 .




2 8 9 . m o x ü y a
290. kwésIkEn
291. .snEkstia




x o w a i s l u x
296 .





























































small run rocks &
timber S & E  Columbia sxElotEks




308. m a r m o t
mountain
c o m m o n
hoary
309. a n t l e r s  k o m E k a i n
310. tail

























































k w o i t a m i n
.kLotsi 
























crtups {O k ) 












werweriwa? ( C m ) 
swiwn ( T h )







































































































M o d e m  Colville
xafxa?
hamishamis




































































































3 45. iyûtElux 







352 . , skaXa aka
353. â û s a
354.





















e y u d E l u g
wllEWEè
( S W Ü E W i i  ) 
t s E s k à k E n a  
nâl.kn
k E l k E l a k i t  ?
.tstukwam 

















wéw± (T h ) 

























































383. w o o d
384. stump




















p û n 4 .p 
m î l E t i l . p
m û l o x
(tcaxai) omslEx
394. ta m a r a c k
395. spruce
396. w i l l o w
397. n a r r o w  w i l l o w
398. c a m a s  raw
399. c a m a s  c o o k e d
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Lake Okanaaan M o d e m  Colville
371. .SkOEi .s ko.El sq«u?4
372. XEmâit XEinâl xmTaèt
373. kwutEkwitEps k*eik"it@ps
& kwutlkwitlps
374. kotéuxa ( q* )k“'tix*a?
375. tsEntsan cncTan






380. SEkliksmikstEn kEIkElEXEmikstEn tkalkalxmikstn
381. patCEkl pâtCEkl packi
382. kaililux kelélex kililx*
383 . sxêxtsé
384. .nxoxtsûs nx«ux«cus (Ok )
tsaulipà sa?x"ip (Ok)
385. . Srâugwê.p . saxuhwéjp sa?x*ip (Ok)













































































































































































































446. north & up
country
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LcLke Okanaaan Modem Colville
450. kwa 'a£ tâJcwai (ti) q-'<ray






454. â. ‘kwei.n q*in
tikwai (ti) q«Tay
455 . kwo 'réa te kae (ti) k*ri?
456 . pê.k piq
të pêk (ti) piq
457 . kwi.i ti kwil (ti) k*il
458. tshwàmkEn tshwomksn cxramqn
459. tlkwi.lox kEikwilux kik-ilx-
(skwîlux)
460. kwo 'ré tcokE 're k*ri?
461. kwi. ± kwil k*il
462 . naks naqs
463. as il ?asil
464. kallis ka?iis
465, mûs mus






472 . " El naks ?upenkst i naqs
473 . asil épsnEkst ?asl?up@nkst
474. " El naks ?asl?upankst i naqs
475 . kai ôpsnEkst ka?ilup@nkst
476 . iciE siépEnEkst masi?üpankst
477. hatSEtcikst xccikst
478. " El naks xatcatcîEkst si naks xccikst 1 naqs
47 9. asii hatSEtcikst asîlEs xatcEtci.ksts asal xaccikst
480. épsnEkst .shatSEtcikst ?upankst xaccikst
481. ts.hailt cxiit
wei way
482. tci 'â cya?
483. .sgwlpskst






























































































M o d e m  Colville 
alà?
























































































































































































































































































































pxqsxan (sqlâw ) 
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English Sanooil Colville
556 . sugar ±.axt taxyt
557 . tobacco smangu
558 . whisky seulky




561. picture .skElkai.ntcut "




564. pencil iipamxn "
565 . paper
kalamxn




road or trail Exawxi „
568. wagon road




571. train tEkâtCElExâll .k
572 . steamboat stënbot "
573 . telegraph ka^gwaus "
574. telephone kwolkwoltxus
575. interpreter .nmê.tcxn
576. I En tea
577 . thou anEwé
578 . he she it tCEnii tcaxa tCEnii
'579. we nEmnxmEitEt
580. you nEmnxmeitCElEX nEmnxmEltSElEX
581. they tCEnxlElEX tCEnilElEX
582 . to go outside a.tska
583 . to go inside .nôlgu
584. to strike with
fist stcixitsa











































































































x*ùyx kla nyx*ut 
ca?ntxs
























( general name) tERakam
594. to hunt , spëx tscpex
595. to go















to swim across 
to cross water 
to reach over 
water to opposite 
side
to go downstream 
canoe 




























































































































































E S i S t E k
•skepts







































s i l u œ m  
koiuma 
.nwésxEn 
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English Sanpoil Colville
635. fall .s lâm
(autumn) . SEnso ox
636. late fall .skaai "
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636. ka ai xlix skeyxlx
sk?ay
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7.0 Commentary on the Lists
The following notes are based on Teit’s manuscript and are 
numbered corresponding to the preceding lists.
3. tcaxai appears for the first time in this Colville entry. Teit has 
this note on the first page of the San Poil and Colville list;
Colvilles put a 'tcax tea'xai and tcsxai before nearly all
words Okan. kwa before many words Inds at mouth of Spokane
on Columbia use kwai in same way
Variations of this show up throughout the Colville list:
tcaxa, tcaxa, tcei, tcai, tcahai, tCExai, tcaxaix, tsaxa, tsaxai, 
tcaai, tcax, tea, tsa.
These may represent modern Colville cxii, 'like'. They may appear 
enclosed in parentheses, or partially enclosed. After the eighth page, 
they become rare, usually being replaced with ditto marks.
4. Teit has two kinds of ditto marks, appearing as " or d o . The first 
of these appears as d o  in this Colville entry, presumably referring to 
the tcaxai which appears directly above it. Throughout the rest of 
the list, " is usually used to refer to tcaxai or its variants, while
d o  refers to a preceding full entry (as in entry 11). The d o ditto may
refer to an entry above or preceding horizontally. In section 6 I have 
used " to mark both " and d o . If two ditto marks appear an a single 
entry, the first refers to the tcaxai, the second to the main entry 
preceding.
6. Teit had a familiarity with Thompson Salish that is evident in his 
many references to that language in notes along the margins and within
94
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entries throughout the collection. The first such reference appears 
in the Colville list, below the form .stksme.x, 'young woman's "Thomp 
same as woman".
Tïie meaning of these notes is often unclear. In this instance, I 
believe Teit meant that the Colville word given for young woman is 
equivalent to the Thompson word for woman.
13. One would not want to interpret stciim to correspond to modern 
Colville Icim, because Teit's tc represents a non-glottalized c, 
excluding cognacy. That the form is borrowed from Ka-Sp cmis, 'alone*, 
is possible but perhaps unlikely.
15. On page two of the Okanagan list, Teit notes "This list preserved 
to show the manner in which affixes are attached to the beginnings of
certain words." Most of these have been boldfaced by overwriting. The
"affixes" which appear in the Okanagan column include: the possessive 
pronoun in— (first person singular) as in this entry and in 17, 18, 20,
85, 86, 91, 96, 100, 114, and perhaps 129; the s- nominalizer, in
entries 16, 19, 27, 51, 66, 80, 81, 92, 97, 109, 115, 124, and 132; and
hi (evidential) in entries 450, 451, 454, 455, 456, 457.
43. Somebimes Teit vacillated between writing x and h. Often he wrote 
an X over an h, and vice versa. In this particular Sanpoil entry it is 
difficult to tell which was his final decision.
44. The final word of the note following this Colville entry is 
unreadable: "all Colville d . .
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48. The Lake entry for 'stepchild* has a note "same as orphan".
60. Teit gives two Lake forms for ' Chinaman ' based on the root Vlk "to 
tie", with a gloss 'tied knot top of head'. These two forms are 
followed by the note : "Thompson nyikkausken." Note that the 
combinations kyk and kky both represent Ci reduplication 'controllers 
resultive’ (Mattina, p.c.).
70, A note following the San Poil entry for- 'eyebrow' points out the 
"1/2 u 1/2 o sound" of the vowels.
74. TTie Lake entry for 'earlobe' is accompanied by the note: "only 
name no name where ears come out same to end of ear above".
99. Teit has several glosses and entries for forms referring to the 
stomach. A note after the gloss 'belly' indicates that the Lake term 
that follows means "more inside". See entries 98, 136 also.
107. Teit's original San Poil entry appears as tlkEmsnklkstt the final 
four letters are crossed out, and underneath is written -enikst.
112. "no name" is given in place of a form for 'third finger’ in the 
dialects Teit recorded. An informant (Susan Louie) suggested to me 
that the modern form refers to the tradition of a wedding band; 
sla?*sqinkst 'ring finger'.
115. Teit notes that this San Poil entry refers to the whole leg with 
the note "all leg" after the form. This is in contrast to item 116 
(which see).
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116. This entry appears in the English gloss column of the San 
Poil-Colville lists. I have included the form here as a San Poil 
entry, though Teit may have recorded it as part of the nkaaus^g 
dialect.
120. This Colville entry seems to run off the edge of the page. The
suffix was probably recorded as xzn, though only the x remains. In the
entry above, 'ankle', Teit noticed his lack of space and wrote the 
suffix beneath the main entry.
126. Teit notes under the o of the Sanpoil "small toe' entry that the 
sound heard could have been o "or u".
136. Following the Lake entry for stomach is the note;
"kwalkwotkwitsps lots of fl . . ." The final word is not
decipherable, but is likely to be 'fleas': k*etk*ltps.
141. The unusual hyphen appears in this Sanpoil entry due to the fact 
that Teit had to rewrite the initial part of the entry over a 
crossed-out form.
193. At the top of the seventh page of the Sanpoil list, Teit remarks 
that "Verbal suffixes same as Thomp."
199. Following the Okanagan entry for rootdigger, Teit includes a 
margin note of which the final two words are unreadable: "Thomps 
pitsata __________
206. Teit recorded no San Poil form for 'stilts', but enters the note 
"learned from whites".
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212. The Okanagan form, skwist, is provided as a note in the nkaauSyg 
column of the Sanpoil-Colville lists.
216. The Lake entry is preceded by the gloss "earth lodge k .h ." It is 
not clear what the initials refer to, but perhaps stand for 'kickwillie 
house.'
220. A note following the Sanpoil entry for 'room' states; "also 
called houses."
There are a few entries where no English gloss is given, and these I 
have left out of the list but will point out as they appear. In the 
center margin of the Okanagan list near the 'room' entry Teit has 




tuktan may be Teit's transcription for tk*tan, 'tule.'
226. and 227. These entries are not centered within the columns, 
making it difficult to identify which dialect they belong to. Two 
other forms that show up in the vicinity are texültsatEn, "sweathouse, " 
and ksmalitsatEn, "hot water house."
252. The Lake entry equivalent to 'dugout canoe' is glossed in an extra 
note as "white man's canoe."
254. A note following the form sLatcinsm states that the term 'means 
any kind of deer including moose elk +c but also often used in 
general sense for the common small deer."
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256. The Colville entry includes a note indicating the term is the 
"same for mule." See 257.
257. Teit notes that this Sanpoil form is the "name for mule in 
Columbia Nespelem + Colville also for mule or Blk tail deer."
269. A note suggesting that the Lake term for 'antelope* is the "same 
as San Poil" follows a comment that antelope are not common to the Lake 
area.
273. Teit notes that the Sanpoil term for buffalo calf refers to "calf 
of cattle also."
281. Between the Sanpoil entries for 'squirrel' and 'fox' (295) Teit 
records the form pspEtsewas with the gloss "small grey S + E of 
Columbia." I do not know if he is referring to the squirrel or to the 
fox.
289. The Lake entry for 'raccoon* has the note: "none called sometimes 
moxüya. "
296. The Sanpoil forms Teit recorded for 'lynx' show a distinction 
between "Canada lynx" (xps'kam) and "striped lynx" (wapopxzn).
298. There are no entries for mountain sheep ewe or lamb in the Lake 
list. Teit's note here states there are "none" of either, and that the 
Lake "use same names Nespelem."
300. The Lake term for 'elk' is "also name male caribou".
301. Teit notes here that the Lake term for 'caribou calf is the same 
term as for 'colt.'
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
100
313. Between the entries for 'body hair' and 'claw' on the original 
list, the forms ( skEl.ilaxEn) and xolapEl&En are given with no English 
gloss.
316. The first column of Teit's Okanagan list often contains forms 
other than the English gloss expected. The forms that appear often
correspond to Thompson forms, and are sometimes referred to as such. I
have retained these entries in the list, entering them enclosed in 
parentheses in the Okanagan column.
321. After the regular entry for duck', Teit has a circled notes "lula 
var same Thomp. "
323. Following the Sanpoil entry 'white headed eagle', Teit notes; 
"Thomp name literally stpekslakwaks spElakwaks."
327. Between the Lake entries for 'prairie chicken' and 'willow
grouse', Teit has a note stating "none." It is not clear which bird he
is referring to; forms are provided for both.
333. Teit has the English gloss 'pelican' following 'heron' in the 
Lake list, but no form is given. (Teit does list a Kalispel form for 
this bird. )
336, What appears to be a c/k correspondence in the Northern and 
Southern forms here I have not been able to verify. I can find no form 
containing k. Note also that the initial y may represent a (northern) 
V, (see note 379) thus making the form containing both y, k highly
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irregular. It is most likely the form provided in Teit's Okanagan list 
is based on a root different from that of the southern form.
338. Beneath the n) of the Lake entry for 'bat,' Teit notes "or s."
354, Following the Lake entry for 'shell of egg,' Teit notes; 
"posseseur suffix 's used as Thomps."
360. A circled margin note in the Okanagan list makes reference to 
fish: "tsola fish called xomina by . . . "
379. The prevelar voiced fricatives v, v are rare in Interior Salish, 
occurring in the Northern Interior languages and the northern Okanagan 
dialects, corresponding to y of the Southern dialects. It is 
interesting to note Teit heard and recorded this sound in at least this 
one entry. In the only other forms Teit recorded which might contain
V, he does not mark the sound (see entry 336).
389. Below the Sanpoil form for white pine, Teit notes the form is
"lit. canoe tree used bark for canoe."
393. Teit was unsure of the gloss for the Lake form given as 'balsam 
poplar'. Two notes follow the entry; "?" overwritten with "white 
pine;" and below written "possibly white pine."
404. The gloss 'red willow' is crossed out and rewritten in the Lake 
list, though the form given is for the red willow berry.
409. Just before this entry are English glosses for Eleagnus and 
Eleagnus seed, , No forms are given. '
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410. Below the Okanagan entry for 'grass' there is a circled notes
p E S E n é u i t E n  alkali grass 
tloxka. nearly the same
Thomp + Okanage
433. In the right hand margin next to the entries for eddy and 
whirlwind, Teit has a circled note without an English gloss: "nakwist 
nkoôt".
439. It is not clear from Teit's list whether tssltumux has the same 
gloss as skoipumux. tssltumux appears directly below the gloss.
445. The following notes accompany the Sanpoil forms for 'salt's
tsarrt common former name anything like salt 
.smoxeulox alkali + salts in ground 
le sal sometimes used white man's salt
501. Teit notes following the Colville entry: "this also used formerly 
by Okan + Nespelem + Moses."
522. The Lake entry immediately following 'clock' is 'watch.' A ditto
mark indicates the forms are identical.
534. Teit's Okanagan entry for 'shot for gun' says only "same Thomp" 
and gives neither the Thompson nor Okanagan forms.
539. In the Okanagan entry, a subdot plainly appears below the second 
s. Often there are stray dots in Teit's recordings, and I have had to 
eliminate many of them as inkblots. In this case, I have retained the 
subdot.
The Lake entry with this gloss contains the note: "no name called 
white sometimes." '
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
103
542. The two forms given in the Okanagan list for 'coat' are from the 
masculine and feminine forms for the French 'greatcoat, bonnet’s m. 
capot, f. capote.
564. .slelap appears after a left parenthesis spanning the height of 
two lines. The parentheses and form are situated between the nkaaus^z 
and Sanpoil columns, making it difficult to determine which dialect 
they belong to.
566. Above the bake form for 'road', Teit has the notes "tsküm Tho. 
to pull,"
568. In a note next to the term for 'wagon road, * Teit points out that 
this Okanagan form is the "same as ntcuaussn in Thomp.”
581. The two forms tcEniitcElEX and sôwxEt appear with the gloss 
'they' in the Sanpoil list, but have been crossed out in favor of the 
term appearing here.
588. Between the Sanpoil entries 'to talk' and 'to cry,' Teit notes 
"these ks almost w sound behind them." All "these ks" correspond to
/ q V .
613. 'Why' is the "same as where" (612) in the Lake dialect, according 
to Teit's note.
6 32. Teit recorded unusual terms denoting the seasons in Okanagan.
The four terms provided for summer, winter and autumn begin el pi, 
notiling akin to the forms recorded in the other dialects. Kuipers 
(1973) comments, on an element pi?- found in Thompson, each example of
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its use making reference to time : spi?héwt, yesterday; pi?sté?, when?; 
also Cr s-pintc, year; Cr pin(t)c, always. Perhaps it is this element 
which appears in Teit’s Okanagan entries for the seasons (see 635; also 
494, 508).
7.1 At the end of the Okanagan lists are the following notes and
entries. They are written in the faded ink typical of the Thompson
















nation Lillooet askeatcks Ind
little below Boston bar 
Thompson Hakaomugh
boundary between two nations 
stalo 
Okanagan
(Two entries here are crossed out)
skowtous tribe Nicola Nowisisken chief
smee—haat—loo Nicola Lake
Wha-hat-challoo otter mtn at "
(Two entries here are too faded to read)
Nicoutamuch 
Nicouta-mun Thomp
Loquilt Inds live winter Anderson Lake + summer (unreadable) 
Kootoomin tribe Sp Edge 
lokyâtkwa
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The following notes appear in dark ink in the margin alongside the 
notes on Fraser names, the first corresponding to 'askettih*:
from .skai.tok




or from .s 'hlttl cut, incised
.settl may be from
.shé±a
meaning to come out. Place where people disemb(ark?)
or where fish taken out.
anything discharged
hetlEta = thou discharged it or
put it out as something out of a vessel.
On a separate page (p. 3) of the Okanagan list are these entries in 
Lake, Sanpoil and Columbia, etc.:
Lake
iltcEniwaltsn sticks along gunnel of canoe
naxaleusltsn long sticks passing from end to end of canoe
nerEkweuEltsn bent sticks crossing canoe
tekeuséultEn cross sticks connecting gunnels ( . . . )  sticks
gunnel sticks + long sticks cedar
cross pieces tsakytSEky^Eip wood
paklan bird cherry bark {used for tying)
( margin note ) kux±Enxm bark used {white pine)
sEnxanEXEneultEn flat movable framework of rods or slats tied
together used in bottom of canoe ( . . . )




.stEpits én .tskwakwaièâtstEn " handle
txtcamen ôxEmétstEn pestle?
Okan. + Lake
karna dry needles of yellow pine
PEk.lan Thomp tuEX, pâklan Birdcherry bark
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8.0 Teit's vocabularies provide some information which may 
contribute to the study of certain sound changes in the Interior Salish 
languages. In particular, Teit has recorded forms pertinent to: a) the 
a-i shift described by Boas and Haeberlin (1926) and redefined by 
Kinkade and Sloat (1972); b ) the tracing of the emergence of the 1/r 
distinction discussed by Kinkade and Thompson (1972), and Kuipers
( 1973); c) pharyngeal movement as discussed by Mattina (1979); and d) 
the recording of n as 1 (and vice versa) in several forms.
8.1 Boas and Haeberlin described two a—i shifts in the Interior
Salish languages. The first of these involved the fronting and raising
of /a/ to /!/ in the Okanagan dialects and in Kalispel, Pend d'Oreille,
and Coeur d'Alene; Lillooet, Thompson, Shuswap Spokan and Columbia
retained /a/. At the time of Teit's recordings, it seems this shift
was not yet completed in the Okanagan dialect. The following examples
show the low back vowel in Teit ' s list corresponding to modern forms
containing /i/.
293, timber wolf ntsatcsn ncicen
318. catbird (swawsn) swiwn
355, wing stikpâst steqpi?stn
435. plain spAlsm spilem
The second a-i shift described by Boas and Haeberlin moved in 
just the opposite direction: they proposed that in some cases, /i/ 
became /a/, Kinkade and Sloat (1972) supply Columbian and Coeur 
d'Alene evidence suggesting that this was not an i-a shift at all, but 
a separate sound change developing from forms with Proto—Interior 
Salish ='3, They suggest that the i used in Boas' and Haeberlin ' s data
106
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is Lhe result of misrecording: "All examples cited [by Boas] have been
recorded in Cm by Kinkade as having a (often of a rather high variety, 
but quite distinct from i), and in Cr by Sloat as having e" (1972:28).
Teit provides three Okanagan forms where orthographic î
corresponds to stressed /a/ of modern Colville. At first glance, these
forms look like evidence for an i-a shift.
608. b a d  Ü c î s t  ]cast
363. frog . s ) w a r l k E X E n  swaraJ^an
115. leg e s s t s ô g l n  s c a w x a n
In almost every other instance, Teit's î corresponds to modern 
/a/. The modern Colville /a/ is phonetically central and high in these 
forms (Mattina, p.c.), suggesting that Teit's [a], recorded as î, is 
equivalent to modern /a/.
Kinkade and Sloat suggest the following PIS vowels in roots
corresponding to Teit's forms:
*3i > Cm a, Cr e kast/èés(t)
*a > Cm a, Cr a wark/wârâ
*̂ a > Cm a, cr i -xan/-ëin
> Cm, Cr a scu?-xan/s-cu?-san
It appears that *ai and *a* differ only in stress assignment.
In example sea, the PIS a receives stress and is realized as modern Cm 
a, Cr 6, and Colville a. In example 623, the PIS a is unstressed and 
remains schwa in modern forms. It seems that Teit recorded this PIS a
with stress as î in the forms above. Sometime after Teit's recording,
these stressed schwas became a: modern Colville retains no stressed 
schwas.
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8.2 In 1972, Klnlcade and Thompson argued for a Proto Interior
Salish * x  along with *1. *r, first suggested by Swadesh in 1952, was 
reconstructed on the basis of the occurrence of r/r in Cr, Sp, Ok and 
Cm. Its reflex in the other interior languages is 1. Kuipers (1973) 
reassessed the data and showed how *1, under special conditions, became 
r. Teit's data do not necessarily support either reconstruction, but 
do provide some interesting cases to consider. The two roots Vtrq and 
Vk^r appear in three of Teit ' s entries. The Okanagan fozrms appear with 
1 in one root, r in the other. The Lake entries show the opposite. 
These examples may illustrate a change, from either starting point, in 
progress.
585. terakailtsa SPl kick Vtrq
terkantis La
tslEkam Ok
593. tsrakam SPl dance
talkamix Ok
3 33. skolaxan La crane sk*arxan
.skoraxan Ok
Several other examples show related forms sometimes with 1 and 
sometimes with r.




± kerrêrtcin La kaiyrcin
154. s.yelkwaikwElt Ok syirk-alq-it
The three roots Vyal, Vyr and Vyirk'" may be derived from an earlier 
single root. This root may have had the shape *yl or *yr. The 
development of the modern forms would then be the result of several 
conditioning factors, some perhaps outlined in Kinkade and Sloat or in 
Kuipers, some yet to be identified.z?
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8.3 In discussing pharyngeal movement in the Interior Salish 
languages, Mattina (1979) provides the following Shuswap root (from 
Kuipers 1974) as an example of a root which lowers the vowel of the 
attached suffix.
wl-aps antler, horn
Teit supplies an interesting parallel form from his Okanagan list :
309. ul^ops antlers
The process of suffix vowel lowering is credited to the’ shift of a root 
pharyngeal to the suffix in Colville. The Shuswap forms listed with 
lowered vowel's are separated into two groups, one containing roots with 
indeterminate causes for vowel lowering, and the other containing roots 
with 1 (derived from *r) in Cz position. The form provided by Teit in 
his Okanagan list corresponds to the Kuiper's Shuswap form from this 
category.
Teit's r is found elsewhere only in positions corresponding to 
modern pharyngeals (5.1.34). This form may indicate that the lowered 
vowel of the suffix was at one time adjacent to a pharyngeal.
8.4 A typical error in working with Salishan languages is recording 
1 for n, as in Teit’s transcription for 'belly':
99. ès tcolsElénk Ok sq«elcnink.
In three entries containing the particle kl, it appeared Teit had 
"erred" in the opposite direction, recording n for 1.
620. kansnskôt Ok kla nsk'-ut
491. kElanexôt La
kEnanexôt La , kla nyx-ut
583. gwoEX kEhânexét La x*Ciyx kla nyx'^ut
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
n o
Kinkade charts the semantically similar prepositional particles of 
Interior Salish in his (1976) discussion:
Th NSh SSh Ok
to we tk-(t)-n //tktn// kl, k
at ne n- n 1
He also provides the reconstructed Proto-Interior Salish forms *kel 
(Ok), *n(e) (Th Sh), and *1 (Ok). Suggesting that the 1 of *kel may be 
segmentable, Kinkade also proposes that the *1 (Ok) and *n ( Th Sh ) 
could be related.
Teit heard n for 1 in the Okanagan forms containing this 
particle. In one Lake entry, Teit gives two forms, one with 1, one 
with n, suggesting variation at the time. Teit's data seem to confirm 
Kinkade’s suggestions, and may indicate proto *n developing into 1 in 
these particles in modern Okanagan.
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1. There are several spellings used as alternates for Okanagan. I 
have chosen this spelling arbitrarily. Boas usually employed the 
spelling Okanagon in works containing Teit's data. Spier also uses the
spelling Okanagon throughout his works; this spelling is no longer in
general use. Mattina and Raufer use another variation, "Okanogan," 
which is the preferred spelling south of the U.S./Canadian Border.
The name Sanpoil also has various spellings, including Teit's "San
Poil", and Curtis' "Sanpoel". Raufer uses both spellings, "Sanpoel" 
referring to the people, and "Sanpoil" referring to the mountain range. 
See sec. 4.2.
2. -There is some discrepancy concerning the first meeting of Boas with
Teit. Boas gives an 1895 date in Teit's obituary;
In 1895, on one of my trips to British Columbia, it was my 
good fortune to make his acquaintance . . .(1924:102).
Two references to a letter describing Teit to Boas' wife indicate that
Boas' letter was written in 1894:
The crystallization of Teit as an anthropologist began in 
September, 1894. In a letter dated the twenty-first of that 
month, the anthropologist Franz Boas, on a visit to British 
Colujibia, described to his wife his first meeting with Teit 
. , . (Bunyan- 1981:21)
Note also the reference in the text to Wickwire's account.
3. Boas did not always laud Teit's accuracy so highly. In reference 
to the phonetic transcription of Indian languages. Boas cautions that
111
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^is own tendâring is ’’not so good as it might he", and that Teit ' s 
recordings are even less accurate (Boas and Haeberlin 1927 :117). See 
sec. 5.0,
4. It turns out that the Nkaus and Columbia data are one and the same. 
See sec, 2,3.
5. Though the complete collection is dated 1908, Teit was living 
nearer the Okanagan in Spence's Bridge, B.C., and may have recorded the 
Okanagan list prior to his 1908 journey through the territory south of 
the U.S./Canadian border.
6. The term contains the root Vq'"7ay ’black* and the lexical suffix 
-ica? ’outside covering'. T. Mont1er (p.c.) had suggested that the 
term may refer to a place rather than an informant.
7. Brackets refer to modern forms in this section.
8. From the date and appearance of Teit’s lists, I assume he was using
pen and ink to record the Okanagan dialects. The lists are full of 
stray dots and fading letters. Both have caused problems in 
deciphering the transcriptions. The fading caused by a drying pen 
renders several items unreadable, particularly on the Xeroxed copies of 
the film. The stray dots have been a bit more of a problem: these 
single points often appear conveniently situated where a significant 
diacritic might be expected, such as directly above or below a 
consonant or vowel. I have had to dismiss nearly all of these as mere
inkblots since they do not correspond to any distinctions now
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recognized and appear with such a random group of graphemes.
9. These numbers refer to sec. 6.
10. Perhaps seventy—five years ago these borrowings had not yet 
assimilated into the language, retaining their voiced consonants.
11. L. C. Thompson suggests the Thompson form pisul, "rainbow or 
silver trout," is connected with the suffix -eius, "fish”. He makes no 
mention of borrowing from English.
12. tc seems to appear less often in Teit's Lake dialect entries than 
in the other dialects.
13. The modern form may be a loan. See note 336, sec 7.0.
14. M. T. Thompson (1974:222), in discussing early transcriptions in 
Salish, notes "in many cases rounded velars of various sorts are to be 
inferred from the preceding or following vowels, which should probably 
have no other status in the forms in question." The same applies to 
Teit’s forms.
15. Teit often uses the point after a stressed vowel where ? is 
expected, as in examples 242, 371 and 388. I have included these 
examples here, though Teit often uses the point to denote a stressed 
vowel alone, not followed by a glottal stop. The glottal stop looks 
much 1-i.ke tlie pharyngeal resonant in Teit's notes, except that the 
vowel a is not quite so common representing ? as it is representing 
pharyngeals.
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16. In some Coast Salish languages, [tl] may occur in free variation 
with [±], particularly in initial position (T. Mont1er, p.c.).
17. Since these lists were recorded at least twenty years prior to 
Boas' comments on transcription, I have assumed that the double 
underline used is equivalent to the subdot Boas mentions, and that it 
represents the 'medial palatal’ (velar) fricative.
18. Mattina suggests, "it is worth noting that /n/ does not assimilate 
to a following velar” (1973:9). Perhaps Teit noticed and exaggerated 
this nonassimilation by marking m for n in this entry.
19. Teit's difficulty with pharyngeal recognition is not surprising; 
as Mattina (p.c.) points out, "we're still not hearing them well."
20. And others; In discussing early Okanagan material recorded by 
George Gibbs, Watkins notes "it is impossible to distinguish automatic 
vowels from significant vowels . . . The following symbols appear i i
e a ü â â ô u ü .  We have no indication of their phonetic value, beyond 
a rough comparison with English. With such limited data and 
unexplained symbols, we feel it would be unwise to attempt a 
phonological analysis (1970:5-7). In the introduction to "Salish 
Substantival Suffixes," M. T. Thompson comments on the variability of 
the notation of vowels and semivowels in Haeberlin's data, and notes 
that "it has seemed wisest to transcribe as close to the manuscript 
original as possible” (1974:222). Both Watkins' and Thompson's 
conunents may apply to Teit's data also.
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several entries Teit uses a single parenthesis, sometimes 
separating prefix from root. See also 63, 127, 338, 363, 492, 500.
22. Perhaps eight: two entries, 511 "by and by,” and 158 "man's 
dressed skin shirt," I first thought contained â in the SPl/Cv lists. 
The letter is overwritten in both cases, and on closer look, 
particularly at 158, it seems Teit opted for ê rather than â. This 
entry is flanked by two others containing the same suffix, =alqs, 
transcribed with ê . in the examples listed, one other is questionable: 
114, may contain ô rather than â, though the latter seems more likely.
23. In this case, Teit may have "heard" the rounding by analogy with 
the forms for man, woman, old woman, which end with [x*]: see 1, 2, 4,
24. Though this is a rare grapheme, and could be thought as equivalent 
to ê, which stands for [a], the entry shows two definite strokes above 
the e, and so I have neccessarily analyzed the mark as an umlaut.
There are several other entries where it is difficult to distinguish 
the umlaut from a circumflex or macron: 3 30. Ok goose; 15. Ok wife; 61. 
SPl head; 115. Cv leg.
25. Boas and Haeberlin point out in "Sound Shifts", "i and e are 
phonetically very closely related in Salish . . . they must be regarded
as homologous." In other words. Boas and Haeberlin are aware of the 
structural identity of these sounds and claim to use the symbols 
Interchangably in their presentation of data supporting their sound 
shift proposals. Note that in their examples, e is used to represent 
/i/ in the Okanagan dialects of the first sound shift described.
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Example: smêq*t, snow ( smik*t; ), But in discussing the second shift. 
Boas and Haeberlin use e for /a/. Example : tex^t sugar tayk.
26. Teit has "or tin" after this entry, presumably referring to the 
suffix.
27. Other forms which may lend information here are 151, 155, 160, 
164.














































bird 339, 349, 357.

































calf 118, 273, 301.
camas 3 98, 399.
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chest 96.
Chestnut 45 9. 
chickadee 347. 
chicken 327, 352. 
chief 50.





































daughter 22, 27, 29, 43.
dawn 498.
day 496, 507, 509.
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dead 46, 148. 








down 447, 619. 
downstream 603. 
dressed 157, 171. 
dresser 180. 










earth 216, 439. 
east 449. 
eat 5 87, 
eddy 427. 
egg 353, 354. 
eight 469. 
elbow 101. 
elder 23, 25. 
eleven 472. 
elk 170, 300. 
enemy 52. 







fall 635, 636. 
far 492. 
father 17, 18 30, 35, 36, 37,
39, 41, 46.
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119fathom 48 3. gold 322, 537.fawn 260. good 607 .
feather 152, 153, 241, 355 . goose 330 .
female 18, 20, 301. grandchild 43, 44
finger 108, iio. grass 410 .
fingernail 114. grasshopper 375.
fingerring 559. grave 149 .
fir 386. great 44.
fire 229. green 454.
fire-drill 185. grey 453 .
firewood 233. grisly 274.
first 110. ground 281, 440.
fish 246, 247, 248, 249 , 358 . grouse 326, 328, 350.
fisher 305, 340. guard 235 .
fist 584. gun 532 .
five 466. hail 420.
flat 435. hair 62, 311.
flea 373. hammer 182, 527.
flesh 137, hand 103, 104, 105, 106.
flour 553. h andke rchief 156.
flower 409. handle 200, 246.
fly 372. hat 150.
flying 280. hawk 335, 336, 337.
fog 417. hay 525 .
fool 329. he 578.
foot 121, 122. head 60, 61, 63, 64, 153,
footprint 140. 239, 244, 323.
for 177. headband 151.
forehead 57. headdress 152.
forest 437. heart 132.
fork 524, 525. heel 123 .
forty 476. hemp 196 .
four 465. hen 329.
fox 295. here 484, 630.
frenchman 58. heron 333 .
friend 51. hide 195 .
frog 363. high 616 .
front 95. hoary 308 .
frost 418. hobbles 517.
gall 131. hoe 526 .
ghost 143. home 596 .
girl 8, 9. hoof 312 .
go 582, 583, 595, 596, 603, hook 2 47 .
604, 631. horse 264.
goat 299. hot 227, 228.
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house 214, 227. limb 380.Hudson Bay bird 349. line 249, 250.hummingbird 334. lion 297.hungry 605. lip 132, 83.hundred 477, 478, 479. liver 135 .hunt 5 94. lizard 365 .husband 16. lodge 213, 216, 217, 218, 219.I 576. long 163, 248, 624.
ice 421. loon 341.
Indian 57, 196. louse 374.
infant lO. low 617.
inside 99, 491, 583. lower 83, 84, 94.
instep 120. lung 134.
interpreter 575. lynx 296 .
iron 240, 540. magpie 343 .
island 438. maid 13 .
it 578. male 17, 19.
jack 303. man L, 3, 5, 54, 158.
i ackrabbit 172. mare 262 .
jaw 84. marks 210 .
juniper 391. marmot 308 .
kettle 528. marten 304.
kick 585. mat 190, 217.
kidney 133. matches 555.
kind 150, 160, 213, 321. meadow 324.
kine 268. meat 137 .
king 339, 340. medicine 54.
knee 117. mink 306 .
knife 187, 523. mirror 560.
knife—handle 188. moccasins 165.
knot 60. month 495 .
lad 5. moon 414,
lake 423. moose 302 .
lamb 298. morning 500.
large 125, 435, 622. mortar 183.
lariat 515. mosquito 376.
lark 324. mother 19, 20, 31, 36, 37, 38,
late 636. 40, 42, 47.
laugh 591. mountain 308, 434.
lead 541. mourning 320.
leaf 381. mouse 284, 285.
left 105, mouth 81.
leg 115, 116, 118. movable 244.
leggings 163, 164. mud 442 .
lightning 430. mule 256, 257.
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one 462, 474, 478, 480




























pocket 523, 546. 
point 94. 
poncho 174. 
poplar 392, 393. 
porcupine 290. 
powder 5 36. 
prairie 327, 










































































sister 25, 26, 32,
six 467 .
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123swan 331. tump-line 201.swea-thouse 226. turtle 369.swim 599, 600. twenty 473, 474.swing 207 . two 246, 463, 479.table 531. unmarried 13.tail 310 . up 446, 618.talk 588 . upper 72, 82, 93, 116.tall 621. upstream 604.
tamarack 394. valley 436.
tattoo 210 . vein 130.
telegraph 573. vest 5 43.
telepbone 574. wagon 568, 569.
ten 471. walk .592.
tent 213. war 244, 245.
thank 629. warm 610.
that 488, 489. warrior 49.
there 485 . wasp 371.
they 581. water 228, 422, 601, 602.
thimble 178. wave 426.
third 112 . we 579.
thirsty 606. weasel 282, 283.
thirty 475. west 448.
this 486, 487. what 614.
thou 577 . when 260.
thousand 480. where 612.
thread 175, 176. which 611.
three 246, 464. while 511.
throat 89, 154. whip 516.
thumb 109, whirlwind 43 3.
thunder 429. whisky 558.
tied 60 . white 323, 389, 456.
timber 293, 303, 435. white-fish 361.
toad 364. white-tailed 255.
tobacco 557. Whiteman 58.
today 505. whites 213.
toe 124, 125, 126, 127. who 615.
tomorrow 506, 507. why 613.
tongue 86. widow 11.
tooth 85 . widower 11.
top 60, 64. wife 15, 34.
town 215 . willow 328, 396, 397, 404.
trail 567 . wind 432.
train 571. wing 3 56.
tree 379. winter 283, 633.
trout 360. with 584.









yellow 209, 387, 455. 
yes 627.
yesterday 508, 509, 
you 580, 629. 
young 5, 6. 
younger 24, 26.
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